
“Educating each student to achieve personal excellence.” 

 

McLean County Unit District No. 5 
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August, 2017 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

In our ongoing efforts to provide you with the best possible feedback about your child’s learning, 

we are trying a new online gradebook called TeacherEase.  For this year, as we are learning more 

about what the program can do for us and how effective it will be, teachers will have the option 

of continuing to use Skyward or begin using TeacherEase.  Teachers also have the option of using 

Standards Based Grading for Math and English Language Arts and traditional grading for Science 

and Social Studies or Standards Based Grading for ALL subjects.  Area teachers (Art, Music, PE, 

IMC) will also have the choice of Standards Based Grading or traditional grading in either 

Skyward or TeacherEase.  Your child’s teacher will inform you about how they will be grading and 

assessing students and which platform (Skyward or TeacherEase) they will be using.  The 

information you will have access to will differ slightly depending on the platform your child’s 

teacher uses.  Here are the aspects that will be the same in both platforms: 

 

 As teachers provide instruction related to the learning targets and engage students in 

activities to practice and learn the skills associated with the learning target, the teachers 

will assess students and will enter these assessments into the gradebook.  This allows you 

to see where your child is in his/her learning progression for each target at any time 

during the tri-mester. 

 You will not see any assessments entered for learning targets that have not been covered 

in class. 

 The assessments of the learning targets are individualized based on student readiness, so 

students who are still early in the learning progression will have multiple opportunities to 

show that they have progressed. 

 The assessments come from a variety of sources- teacher observation, quizzes/tests, 

student discussions, student assignments, etc… 

The differences in what you will see in the two platforms are described below: 

 

Skyward- You will be able to see individual assignments/assessments with the rating that 

describes where your child is in his/her learning progression for each learning target as the 

assignments/assessments are entered, but you will not see any overall ratings for the learning 

targets or strands (groups of learning targets).  At report card time, the teachers will use these 

ratings to determine the final rating for each learning target and that rating will appear on the 

report card.   
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TeacherEase- You will be able to see individual assignments/assessments with the rating that 

describes where your child is in his/her learning progression for each learning target as the 

assignments/assessments are entered and you will see a calculated overall score for each learning 

target and strand (groups of learning targets).   At report card time, these calculated scores will 

be pulled into a final report for that tri-mester. 

 

All parents (whether your child’s teacher is using TeacherEase or not) will receive a welcome e-

mail generated from TeacherEase that will enable you to set up your parent portal account.  You 

will only need to do this if your child’s teacher is using TeacherEase.  If you did not receive 

the welcome e-mail, the first step is to check Skyward to see if you have a home e-mail address 

listed.  If you do not have an e-mail in Skyward, please add one through Family Access by clicking 

on My account at the top, typing a home e-mail address, and clicking on SAVE.  Your child’s 

teacher can re-send the welcome e-mail once you set up your e-mail or at any time if you lost or 

did not receive the e-mail.  (Be sure to check your junk folder).  You may access the TeacherEase 

link from the Unit 5 Website under the Students & Parent’s tab, or you may go to 

teacherease.com and click on Login in the upper right corner.  Along with this letter, principals 

will be sending a quick start guide to help you navigate the parent portal.   

 

If you still have questions about Standards Based Grading, you may find information at this link:  

https://www.unit5.org/sbg.  Information will continue to be added to this site, so be sure to 

check back periodically. 
 

Sincerely, 
Carmen Bergmann 

Director of Elementary Education 

McLean County Unit No. 5 
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